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The 2008 Kansas legislative session will be forever remembered as the “coal session” due to 
the legislature spending most of their time debating the coal-ýred power plant in Holcomb and 
engaging in numerous attempts to override the Governor’s veto of the bill allowing the construction 
of the plant. As a result, many issues of importance to the business and economic development 
communities took a back seat in importance. The legislature failed to increase cash incentives for 
recruitment & retention projects and monetize tax credits but they did pass a phased-in reduction of 
the top corporate income tax rate from 7.35 percent to 7.0 percent by 2011 and added an additional 
$37 million in funding for public schools. The Chamber also spent much of its time playing defense 
against overly restrictive changes to State annexation laws and draconian immigration reform efforts. 
On those two fronts, we were ultimately successful in preventing their passage.

We would like to extend our sincere appreciation to our Johnson County Delegation for working 
together on many issues of importance to the business community. The Delegation should be 
commended for the personal sacriýces they make to represent us in Topeka. 

Furthermore, we would like to commend the Government Affairs Committee members and others 
who contributed their time and energy this session to the business interests of Johnson County. This 
year the Chamber tracked more than 80 bills affecting the business community. Kent Eckles, the 
Chamber’s full-time lobbyist, reported regularly to the committee, which met throughout the session 
to discuss and take action on key legislative initiatives.  

To help all Chamber members stay informed, this report contains a summary of selected issues from 
the Chamber’s legislative agenda and a record of how Johnson County legislators voted. If you would 
like additional information regarding the status of bills or would like to read “Explanations of Votes” 
submitted by legislators, you can explore the Kansas Legislature’s website at www.kslegislature.org.

If you would like additional information regarding the votes by Johnson County legislators, or would 
be interested in participating on our Government Affairs Committee, please contact the Chamber.

	 Bob Williams	 Rick Worrel
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02/21/08      
30-9

FA on SB 459 - Allowing 
school districts to conduct 
second enrollment count on 
Feb. 20th

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

02/28/08      
40-0

FA on SB 579 - The Rules 
and Regulations Filing 
Act; requiring agencies to 
consider the effects of pro-
posed rules and regulations 
on small employers

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

03/19/08      
37-0

FA on SB 670 - Establish-
ing the Joint Committee on 
the 2010 Comprehensive 
Transportation Plan

Y  Y Y A Y Y Y Y

03/26/08        
12-27

GO on Sub to SB 458 
- Barnett Amendment to 
mandate E-Verify and re-
voke business licences

N N N Y P N N N

03/26/08      
11-27

GO on Sub to SB 458 
- Huelskamp Amendment to 
phase in E-Verify mandate 
on businesses

N N N A N N N N

03/27/08        
40-0

FA on Sub to SB 458 
- Enacting the Kansas Im-
migration Enforcement and 
Reform Act

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

04/02/08       
39-0

FA on S Sub to HB 2412 
- IMPACT Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

05/02/08       
36-3

CCR on SB 531 - Adding 
4th year to 3-year school 
ýnance plan and increasing 
BSAPP by $59

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

05/07/08       
35-0

CCR S Sub for HB 2434 
- Corporate Tax Reduction Y  Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
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03/14/08    
50-72

GO on HB 2937 - Workers compen-
sation; relating to bilateral sched-
uled injuries

N  N N N N N N N N N N N

03/14/08     
37-80

GO on Sub to HB 2762 - Dillmore 
Amendment to Corporate Tax Re-
duction Package

N  N N N N N A N N N N N

03/17/08      
109-13

FA on Sub to HB 2762 - Corporate 
Tax Reduction Package Y  Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y

03/27/08          
122-0

FA on SB 579 - The Rules and 
Regulations Filing Act; requiring 
agencies to consider the effects of 
proposed rules and regulations on 
small employers

Y  Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y

03/27/08         
86-36

GO on  H Sub to SB 329 - Carlson 
Amendment to remove E-Verify 
mandate and business license revo-
cation provisions

Y  N Y N N N Y A N Y Y N

03/27/08     
63-54

GO H Sub to SB 329 - Pauls 
Amendment to penalize employ-
ers for misclassifying employees as 
independent contractors

N  A N N N P Y N A N N A

03/27/08        
28-90

GO on H Sub to SB 329 - Kinzer 
Amendment to reinstate E-Verify 
mandate and business license 
revocations

N Y N Y Y Y N A Y A N Y

03/28/08        
96-27

FA on H Sub to SB 329 - Enacting 
the Kansas Illegal Alien Reform Act Y  N Y N Y A Y N N Y Y N

03/31/08          
23-94

GO on SB 531 - Kinzer Amendment 
to reallocate funds from BSAPP to 
high enrollment districts

Y  Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

03/31/08          
28-92

GO on SB 531 - Colloton Amend-
ment to lower non-proýcient at risk 
calculation to beneýt high enroll-
ment school districts

Y  Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

03/31/08          
45-65

GO on HB 2978 - Otto Amendment 
to allow vote of people on annexa-
tion

N Y N A Y Y N Y Y Y N A

04/04/08    
124-0

FA on H Sub to SB 180 - IMPACT
Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

05/02/08    
55-67

 CCR on H Sub to SB 329 (Immigra-
tion Reform)  - Agree to Disagree Y N Y N Y N Y Y N N Y N

05/07/08    
109-14

CCR S Sub for HB 2434 - Corporate 
Tax Reduction Y Y Y Y N Y Y A Y Y Y Y
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03/14/08    
50-72

GO on HB 2937 - Workers compen-
sation; relating to bilateral sched-
uled injuries

N Y N N N Y N N Y N N N

03/14/08     
37-80

GO on Sub to HB 2762 - Dillmore 
Amendment to Corporate Tax Re-
duction Package

N N N N N N N N Y N N N

03/17/08      
109-13

FA on Sub to HB 2762 - Corporate 
Tax Reduction Package Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

03/27/08          
122-0

FA on SB 579 - The Rules and 
Regulations Filing Act; requiring 
agencies to consider the effects of 
proposed rules and regulations on 
small employers

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

03/27/08         
86-36

GO on  H Sub to SB 329 - Carlson 
Amendment to remove E-Verify 
mandate and business license revo-
cation provisions

Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y

03/27/08     
63-54

GO H Sub to SB 329 - Pauls 
Amendment to penalize employ-
ers for misclassifying employees as 
independent contractors

N Y N N Y Y N Y Y N N N

03/27/08        
28-90

GO on H Sub to SB 329 - Kinzer 
Amendment to reinstate E-Verify 
mandate and business license 
revocations

N N N N N N N N N N N N

03/28/08        
96-27

FA on H Sub to SB 329 - Enacting 
the Kansas Illegal Alien Reform Act Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

03/31/08          
23-94

GO on SB 531 - Kinzer Amendment 
to reallocate funds from BSAPP to 
high enrollment districts

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y

03/31/08          
28-92

GO on SB 531 - Colloton Amend-
ment to lower non-proýcient at risk 
calculation to beneýt high enroll-
ment school districts

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

03/31/08          
45-65

GO on HB 2978 - Otto Amendment 
to allow vote of people on annexa-
tion

N N N N N N N N N N N N

04/04/08    
124-0

FA on H Sub to SB 180 - IMPACT
Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

05/02/08    
55-67

CCR on H Sub to SB 329 (Immigra-
tion Reform)  - Agree to Disagree Y N Y A Y N Y Y N Y Y Y

05/07/08    
109-14

CCR S Sub for HB 2434 - Corporate 
Tax Reduction Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y



Voting Record Bill Explanations

SENATE

Bill Number Description
Final Action on Sen-
ate Bill 459

This bill would allow school districts to conduct a second enrollment count on Febru-
ary 20th of each year.  The Chamber supports this measure as it is essential to rapidly 
growing school districts, including several in Johnson County, because it allows them to 
qualify for additional funding based on a more accurate enrollment count mid-year.  Un-
fortunately, this bill was not enacted this legislative session.

Final Action on Sen-
ate Bill 579

This bill created the Rules and Regulations Filing Act and mandated that state agencies 
consider the effect proposed rules and regulations have on small employers.   This bill 
was signed into law.

Final Action on Sub-
stitute to Senate Bill 
670

This bill established the Joint Committee on the 2010 Comprehensive Transportation 
Plan.  The Chamber supported putting this mechanism in place in advance of the 2010 
CTP being considered next legislative session (2009).  Unfortunately, the bill was never 
considered in the House and thus did not pass this legislative session.

General Orders on 
Substitute to Senate 
Bill 458

This was an amendment to the Kansas Immigration Enforcement & Reform Act offered 
by Senator Jim Barnett (R- Emporia).  His amendment would have mandated employers 
use the voluntary federal E-Verify employment veriýcation system, which is fraught with 
problems. Additionally, this amendment would have revoked business licenses of employ-
ers who mistakenly hired illegal aliens.  The Chamber steadfastly opposed this amend-
ment.

General Orders on 
Substitute to Senate 
Bill 458

This was an amendment the Kansas Immigration Enforcement & Reform Act offered by 
Senator Tim Huelskamp (R-Fowler).  His amendment would have phased in the E-Verify 
mandate on Kansas employers over a number of years based on the level of employees.  
The Chamber opposed this amendment due to problems with the voluntary federal E-
Verify system.

Final Action on Sub-
stitute to Senate Bill 
458

This vote was for ýnal passage of the Kansas Immigration Enforcement & Reform Act 
and was one the Chamber supported since anti-business provisions were removed during 
Senate Federal & State Affairs Committee meetings and anti-business amendments were 
denied on the Senate þoor.  This bill was not enacted this legislative session.

Conference Commit-
tee Report on SB 531

This bill added a fourth year to the 3-year school ýnance plan and increased Base State 
Aid Per Pupil (BSAPP) by $59. The Chamber supported this bill because it gave school 
districts an additional year in funding and allowed them to know in advance what their 
budgets would be for the next two years.

Conference Commit-
tee Report to Substi-
tute to for House Bill 
2412

This bill is entitled “The Economic Stimulus Act of 2008” and contains the IMPACT provi-
sions as mentioned above as well as the following, which the Chamber has no position 
on:  Creates a Gardner Intermodal Transportation Revolving Fund;  allows the Holcomb 
Coal-Fired power plants to be built in Western Kansas; and allows for a sales tax refund 
on telecommunications machinery and equipment.

Conference Commit-
tee Report for Senate 
Substitute for House 
Bill 2434

This bill has multiple tax-related provisions unrelated to the business community but 
does include a reduction in the top corporate income tax rate, which is effective for 
taxable incomes above $50,000. It will be reduced from 7.35 percent to 7.10 percent, ef-
fective for tax year 2008; 7.05 percent for tax years 2009 and 2010; and to 7.00 percent 
for tax year 2011 and thereafter.  This bill passed both chambers and was sent to the 
Governor.



HOUSE

General Orders on 
House Bill 2937

This vote was to withdraw HB 2937 and place it on the House calendar for debate.  The 
bill was in response to the Kansas Supreme Court’s decision in the case of Casco v. Armour 
Swift-Eckrich, which lowered the awards for bilateral injuries under workers compensation 
law.  The Chamber opposed this bill because it would have cost employers more in workers 
compensation claims.

General Orders on 
House Bill 2762

This vote was on an amendment offered by Rep. Nile Dillmore (D-Wichita), which would 
have reduced the corporate tax rate on most Kansas businesses, but also increased the tax 
rate on businesses headquartered out-of-state but doing business in Kansas.  The Chamber 
opposed this amendment due to the tax consequences it might have had on many Kansas 
City area companies.

Final Action on House 
Bill 2762

This was the vote for ýnal passage of the corporate tax package, which the Chamber sup-
ported without the “Dillmore amendment” as mentioned above.

Final Action on Senate 
Bill 579

See Senate description.

General Orders on 
House Substitute to 
Senate Bill 329

This vote was on an amendment offered by Rep. Richard Carlson (R-Saint Marys) to remove 
both the E-Verify mandate on businesses and the business license revocation provisions, 
which the Chamber supported.

General Orders on 
House Substitute to 
Senate Bill 329

This vote was on an amendment offered by Rep. Janice Pauls (D-Hutchinson) to penalize 
employers for mistakenly misclassifying employees as independent contractors. The Cham-
ber was opposed to this amendment.

General Orders on 
House Substitute to 
Senate Bill 329

This vote was on an amendment offered by Rep. Lance Kinzer (R-Olathe) to reinstate both 
the E-Verify mandate on businesses and the business license revocation provisions, which 
the Chamber opposed.

Final Action on Substi-
tute to Senate Bill 329

This vote was on ýnal passage of the Kansas Illegal Alien Reform Act, which the Chamber 
supported since most anti-business amendments were avoided during House þoor debate.

General Orders on 
Senate Bill 531

This vote was on an amendment offered by Rep. Lance Kinzer (R-Olathe) to reallocate 
funds from Base State Aid Per Pupil (BSAPP) under the school ýnance formula to high 
enrollment school districts such as those in Johnson County.  The Chamber supported this 
amendment since it believes the current school ýnance formula is unfairly weighted to-
wards rural and urban school districts at the expense of Johnson County school districts.

General Orders on 
Senate Bill 531

This vote was on an amendment offered by Rep. Pat Colloton (R-Leawood) to lower the 
non-proýcient at risk calculation to beneýt high enrollment school districts such as those in 
Johnson County and is thus an amendment the Chamber supported.

General Orders on 
House Bill 2978

This vote was on an amendment offered by Rep. Bill Otto (R-Le Roy) to allow the residents 
of an annexation area to petition to vote and potentially deny municipal annexation.  The 
Chamber steadfastly opposed this amendment.

Final Action on House 
Substitute to Senate 
Bill 180

This vote was on ýnal passage of the Investment in Major Projects & Comprehensive Train-
ing Act (IMPACT), which makes more cash incentive funds available for recruitment and 
retention projects without requiring the state to issue bonds to do so.  This bill was one of 
the Chamber’s top priorities this legislative session.

Conference Commit-
tee Report on House 
Substitute to Senate 
Bill 329

See description above the aforementioned bill.

Conference Commit-
tee Report for Senate 
Substitute for House 
Bill 2434

See Senate description.



Lifetime Voting Records

SENATE
Year 
Elected 2008 Lifetime

Barbara Allen 2000* 100% 92%**
Karin Brownlee 1996 100% 81%
Nick Jordan 1996 86% 88%
Julia Lynn 2006 100% 90%
John Vratil 1999 100% 94%
Dennis Wilson 2004* 100% 91%**
David Wysong 2004 100% 95%

* Year elected to the Senate after serving in the House.
** Lifetime record includes sessions served in the House.

HOUSE Yr. Elected 2008 Lifetime
Anthony Brown 2004 62% 69%
Pat Colloton 2004 100% 98%
Jeff Colyer 2006 64% 78%
Owen Donohoe 2006 71% 78%
Benjamin Hodge 2006 67% 67%
Terrie Huntington 2002 92% 94%
Mike Kiegerl 2004 83% 78%
Lance Kinzer 2004 77% 73%
Ray Merrick 2000 82% 78%
Ronnie Metsker 2006 100% 96%
Judy Morrison 2000 67% 75%
Cindy Neighbor 2006 79% 90%*
Rob Olson 2004 100% 82%
Tim Owens 2002 100% 98%
Jill Quigley 2007 93% 93%
Gene Rardin 2006 71% 82%
Arlen Siegfreid 2002 100% 83%
Sheryl Spalding 2006 93% 97%
Sue Storm 1996 64% 78%
Kay Wolf 2005 100% 99%
Ron Worley 2006 100% 100%
Kevin Yoder 2002 100% 98%

* Lifetime record includes previous sessions served in the House 
(2003-2004).
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